
BETHEL - WHO WERE WE? 
Historical Background of Bethel Lutheran Church 

75th Anniversary 1945-2020   

 In order to understand the unique makeup of Bethel in the beginning, we 
go back into history. 
 In the year 1763, Empress Catherine II invited economically distressed 
peasants from Germany to introduce agriculture to vast areas of untilled land in 
Russia.  These peasants were offered land, a free life, freedom from military 
service, self-administration, and complete freedom of religion, customs and 
language.  
 Seventy-six percent (76%) of the people who settled near the Volga River 
were Lutheran.  There were few pastors available, but some traveled from village 
to village to officiate at communion and weddings.  Otherwise, schoolmasters 
conducted services.  Church attendance was always good; the church shaped the 
religious and cultural life of the people.    
 Pioneer life was hard and rugged.  Soon churches, homes and gardens 

were built.  Schools and education were important.  Eventually, secondary schools and seminaries were started 
and supported by the church community.   
 In 1871, a movement arose which opposed further expansion of the Germans and the era of self-
administration came to an end.  The changing conditions led to emigrations and from 1873 until World War II, 
Germans from Russia came to the United States, Canada and South America.  A portion of these immigrants 
ended up in the Windsor area. 
 The Germans from Russia were hard-working people -- not adverse to working in the beet fields.  They 
were frugal, saved their hard-earned money and in time bought equipment and started farming.  Others worked 
for the Great Western Sugar Company or found other work. 
 Along with their strong work ethic, they brought with them a loyalty to their language, customs and to 
their church.  Everyone was encouraged to read and write the German language.  Loyalty to Mother Country 
(Germany) was strong and people patterned their lifestyles accordingly 
German classes were held after public school and in the summertime to teach children reading, writing and 
religion in the German language. 
 In 1903, a German Lutheran congregation was organized and a visiting pastor conducted services in a 
"shanty." 
 In 1904, internal conflict brought about a division and another church was organized, situated on the 
northeast corner of the same block.  This church was called Zion Evangelical Church.  A third church, the 
Congregational Church, was organized in 1904. 
 In 1906, the church located at First and Elm Streets in Windsor was built.  
 In 1909 the congregation had their first resident pastor.   
 

BETHEL LUTHERAN CHURCH - 1945-2020 
"Surely the Lord is in this place....this is none other than the house of God; this is the gate of heaven."  Genesis 

28:16-17 
 In the mid- 1940's there began a splintering of the three German churches, brought on largely by a 
developing language problem.  Younger people desired English services, older members were loyal to their 
German language and so controversy developed.  As a result, splinter groups from the three churches joined 
together to organize another church, which would become Bethel Lutheran Church. 
 On April 29, 1945, a small group of families gathered in the east room of the Windsor Public Library 
(which had been a schoolhouse originally) to discuss the possibility of organizing a new church in an English-
speaking setting.  Under the leadership of Dr. E.G. Fritchel, who was both Central District President of the 



American Lutheran Church and also pastor of Our Savior's Lutheran Church in Greeley, a group of 67 people 
decided to organize a new church and leased the east room of the library as their worship center.   
 In May 1945, at a business meeting, a constitution was adopted and a call issued to a seminary graduate, 
H. Walter Fruehling.  
 In June 1945 the name, Bethel , was officially chosen, the constitution accepted, an a budget of $2,360 
was set up.  The name, Bethel, was chosen based on a scripture passage in Genesis 28:16,17:  Bethel means 
"house of God" in Hebrew. 
 On July 22, 1945, our church was officially recognized and the first council installed.  This date is accepted 
as the anniversary of the birthday of Bethel American Lutheran Church of Windsor, Colorado.   
  In January of 1946, a Sunday School, Luther League, Brotherhood, Mission Society and Ladies' Aid and 
Friendship Club were authorized and organized.  Ninety-three charter members signed their names to the 
constitution.  In March, the first bulletin was printed. 
 In 1946, a parsonage, located at 713 Walnut Street, was purchased from G.B. Winder at a cost of $3750.   
 In 1948, the "Library Building" was purchased from the local school  for the price of $20,000.     
 In 1949, remodeling and enlarging of the auditorium was done.  Sunday School rooms were constructed 
in the basement.  Furnishing for the church were purchased from the disbanded St. John's Lutheran Church of 
Brush.  These furnishings included pews, a reed organ, baptismal font, alter, lectern and a bell.   The bell has been 
installed in the tower of our present church building, the altar, a statue of Christ, a candle holder and lectern are 
being used in the little church at Pioneer Village by the lake in Windsor.   
 In 1950, the fifth Anniversary the mortgage of the church (the Library building) was burned.   This was 
accomplished by sacrificial giving and the congregation received help from the mission board or from outside the 
congregation.    
 During the 1950's traditions  of the church were an annual church picnic, complete with donated food 
and games for children and adults, following the anniversary service and Easter Sunrise Service.  Bethel was the 
first church in Windsor to introduce this service. 
 In April of 1951, the thought of a new church building took shape, but due to the 
recession, the construction was on hold.  
 On November 13, 1955, construction of our beautiful church building started.   
Dedicated members of the congregation donated many hours of work toward the 
completion of the building. The architect was Raymond Irwind; the general contractor 
was Chuck Tribble and the stone mason was Art Soderberd.   
 On November 4, 1956, cornerstone ceremonies were held.  The actual cost was 
$105,000. 
 On July 21, 1957, Anniversary Sunday,  the structure was dedicated to the glory 
of God. The Library building was then used as a Parish Hall. 
 In 1972 the mortgage on the church was burned.  
 On October 12, 1980, the Parish/Fellowship Hall built for $400,000.00 was dedicated.  Architect was 
Haller & Larson of Denver and construction was done by Clark Construction of Loveland. 

 By 1995 the church buildings and furnishing were debt-free. 
 Through the years, the church, parish hall and courtyard have had 
facelifts of new carpet, doors, windows, paint, heat, AC added, organ repaired  
and other "love" maintenance -  keep the integrity and freshen it up.   
 In 2017 a Columbarium  was dedicated and is located in a garden setting 
in the courtyard, providing inurnment for brothers and sisters who have chosen 
cremation and wish to have a permanent memorial to their life on earth.   Each 
niche is covered with a rose colored granite and provides an inurnment option 
near the church that guided them through their life's journey. 
 In 2019, a Building/Facilities Task Force was formed to look into a facelift 

of the sanctuary and future remodeling idea for Sunday school classrooms, fellowship areas and office space.  
Once again, the Bethel is moving forward keeping our "House of God" a vibrant yet historical house of worship!  


