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Worship and music play a vital role in the life and fabric of Bethel Lutheran Church.  Our 
worship philosophy is based on two simple, but profound, premises. 
The first is that "God is seeking you," and secondly that "your 
heart is seeking God." As such, we believe our main task, as a 
worship ministry and musical services, is to help be a bridge between.   
 

The left picture shows the choir in the library worship room (1945-46). 
Members, but not in order of picture were:    Bass: Clarence Zwetzig, 
Glen Kensinger, Robert Stromberger, Gordon Streeb, Art Streeb, 
Tenor:  Jerry Streeb, Walter Yauk, Vic Bernhardt, Rev Fabrizius.  Alto:  
Lois Brunner, Judy Streeb, Mary Fritzler, Karla Lind.  Soprano: Mrs 

Snyder, Liz Wiederman, Dorothy Wiederman, Donna Schneider, Millie Streeb, Ruth Streeb, Cora Brinkman.  From 1945 to 
the 1970's, the Adult Choir

 

 sang every Sunday, even during summer with occasional soloists, 
duets or quartets. Through 2008, the adult choir made it their goal to sing weekly from 
September through May of each year.    
To the right is a picture of Joyful Noise,  a vocal group that added to musical praise around 
1990's. Members of this group who sang at the dedication of the Pioneer Church by the 
Windsor Lake in 1991 were:  Wayne & Shirley Yauk, Terry Willert, Brian & Sharon Lessman, 
Carol Weinmeister and Ruth Brunner.  There was a time (around 1979) in our musical history 
when Modular Choirs were used, i.e. Women's Choir, Men's Choir, Full Choir 
(alternating 2 months at a time).  The Easter and Christmas cantatas, a tradition 
at Bethel Lutheran Church, continue with the Seasonal Choirs. The cantata's are 
both musically inspirational and memorable telling the story, enhanced by the 
vocal music of the choir, of the birth and crucifixion of Jesus.  Youth choirs

 

 have 
always been an enjoyable addition to our worship services and continue today.  

By sharing Sunday School 
programs, Vacation Bible School 
songs or by singing solos with the adult 
choir, they add special meaning to the 
service.  Singing has always been a part 
of the Sunday School Program.   

We have had variations of Praise Bands 
in the past. The Old Pews  of the 
1990's were an instrumental band 

comprised of members of Bethel and other congregations and would perform several 
times a year.  Other times the worship leaders rolled the piano out to the courtyard for 
what might have been Sunday School or Vacation Bible School musical rallies for the 
Lord!.  L-R, Sharon Lessman, Shirley Yauk and Terry Willert singing the Lord's 
praises.  Currently our praise band

 

, at the contemporary service, adding to the 
music, and pictured are L-R: guitar and harmonica - Billy Bower; guitar, keyboard & 
piano - Gary Schmidt;  and drums - Jordon Pasquin.  Not pictured: cello - Brooke Lind;  guitar -  Dave Lind; guitar & keyboard 
- Davey Lind; and piano - Draya Aman.  In 2008, a Musical/Worship Director position, filled by Melody Henning, was added to 
the staff.  Bethel is fortunate to have the talents of Gary Schmidt, a professional pianist and composer, in that position of 
Director of Music Ministry since 2012.   
Currently we have a contemporary service at 8:30am and a traditional service at 11:00am.
 

   
The Traditional Service
 

 honors the Lutheran liturgy of worship and music is led by our beautiful pipe organ. 
 



The Contemporary Service  seems to communicate better with the current 
culture and is led with musical instruments accompanying the piano or 
keyboard, cello, drums and guitar.  The music can vary from the latest praise 
songs (some that Gary Schmidt has written), to classical pieces to all time 
favorite hymns.  At special times, the services may be combined to one service. 
The past has seen various service times - even a weekday evening and 
Saturday evening service.   Wednesday Lent services are a part of Bethel 
history.  It has always been foremost in the Council's mind to find a time that 
suits the community the best as it changes dynamics.  The contemporary 

service is led by Gary Schmidt.  Our current Worship Team consists of small groups of vocalists (instrumentalists, pictured 
on front page),who assist in leading worship. Pictured vocalists L-R: Renae Kamerzell, Lori Camerer, Stephanie Lind and 
Mike Meador.  Online Services

 

 were enacted most recently, March 2020, due to the Corona-19 virus.  The church was put 
on lockdown so we all could heed the Stay-At Home Order issued by the governor for the protection of all.  This certainly 
marks a different time and way for our congregation to worship.  All will rejoice when we can once again occupy a spot on a 
pew inside our beloved church. 
The Hands In Praise Choir
 

 sponsored by Bethel and comprised of Bethel members and members of other churches is an 
American Sign Language Christian choir and adds another dimension to worship six to eight times each year.   

During the last 25 years the Chimes Choir was formed.  What a joy it is, several times a year, to 
enjoy their beautiful music ringing hand chime bells.  Adding to our chime music are the Electronic 
Chimes

 

 of the bell tower.  They chime the church presence 
within the community every fifteen minutes from 8 am to 6 pm.  

The electronic chimes were made possible from donations in memory of Victor and 
Leona Bernhardt and Ronald Haas in 2013.  The original bell tower tradition continues 
today and the bell is rung during the Lord's Prayer during services.  The bell in the 
courtyard (pictured) is from St. John's and is one of the three original bells that upheld 
the old world tradition of ringing messages of joy and sorrow (births & deaths). Each bell 
had a distinctive tone, so the community knew the news it by the tone of the bell.     

The Pipe Organ

 

 came to 
Bethel Lutheran as a used 
organ from New Mexico and 
cost in the range of $3k.  It 
cost that much and more to 
have it installed.  It was a gift of the Women of Bethel Lutheran 
between 1945-49.  It was originally built in the 1920’s, so it is 
safe to say our pipe organ is celebrating its 100th 

birthday this decade.  It was built by the Wicks Organ Company, Highland, Illinois.  They started 
business in 1908 and are still in business.  The wood and bronze grill on the back wall of the choir 

loft, depicts a "lyre."  It was built by Rev. Fabrizius in 1949.  Behind it are the organ 
pipes, a behind the scenes beauty of its own.  Bethel has been fortunate to always 
have dedicated organists and pianist.  It wasn't until 1971 they became salaried for 
their services.  From 1968-1995 organists were Bertha Streeb, Ray Quick, Dave 
Young, Karla Lind, Laurel Benson, Bob Fletcher, Ron Smith, Jim Urban, Sharon 
Lessman, Peggy Moench and Barb Parker. The past 25 years records of organist 
haven't been kept, but we know of Melody Henning and we are ever grateful for 
our current organist, Ken Streeb (pictured). 
Through the years Piano's

 

 have been gifted to Bethel Lutheran. In the 1960's one 
was in memory of Carl Brutlag, another in memory of Alec Stromberger in the 1970's.  The current Schimmel Grand piano 
was a gift in 2013 in memory of Terrance Olson.  Pianist records were not kept but other anniversary booklets list Elaine 
LaBue and Sharon Lessman..  We are fortunate to currently have two pianists, Gary Schmidt and Draya Aman, plus the 
pleasure of piano selections now and then from piano student, Gage Pfeiffer.  

Music carries a powerful message of the Gospel and of our Lord and Savior. 


