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Our first church building was a two-story brick school building.  The 
structure had been erected in 1901 at the corner of Fourth and Walnut 
Streets, where Bethel Lutheran is now, with its beginnings as a school, then 
becoming the library.  In 1945, the east room was leased to Bethel Lutheran 
church to be used as a worship center.    In 1948, the Library Building was 
purchased from the local school board at a cost of $20,000. In 1949, 

remodeling and enlarging of the auditorium was done.   Furnishings were purchased from a disbanded church 
in Brush.    In 1950, the mortgage on the property was burned, just two years after purchasing.   Services were 
held in the building until 1957.  The old building was used as a Parish/Fellowship Hall and Sunday School until 
1979, when it was razed to make room for the new Parish Hall. 

The Library Building 

 

In April of 1951, the thought of a new church building began to take shape 
and a building committee was organized.  However, due to a July 1953-
May 1954 recession,  the construction did not commence until November 
1955.   The top picture to the right was taken December, 1956 and the 
two bottom were taken January 1956.  Despite another recession, August 
1957-April 1958, Bethel managed to build.   

Building of Bethel Lutheran 

 

On  November 4, 1956, cornerstone 
ceremonies were held.  
 

The architect of the building was Raymond Irwind; 
the general contractor was Chuck Tribble and the 
stone mason was Art Soderberg.  Dedicated 
members of the church donated many hours of 
volunteer work toward the building.  The materials 

used in the building consist primarily of Colorado red sandstone 
with white limestone trim.  The architecture is cruciform/Gothic design, with a tower 
and bell.  It tells the story of Christian faith.  The actual cost of the 
structure amounted to $105,000.  The picture, bottom left, was taken the 
summer of 1958. If you look close, you can see the library still attached on 
the two bottom pictures.  
 

On July 21, 1957, the building was 
dedicated to the " Glory of God.”   
 
 

In 1972, fifteen years later, the 
mortgage was burned.  The Rev. 
Louis Fabrizius was pastor at the 
time and was instrumental in guiding the congregation in its endeavor.  
  
The video of the building of Bethel will be part of the 75th Anniversary 
celebration sometime during the 2020 year.    



The original parsonage at 713 Walnut Street was purchased in 1946 from G. B. Winder at a cost of $3,750 and 
sold in 1969 for $14,000.  In 1971, a new parsonage was erected at 819 Elm Street in Windsor.  This was a split-
level red brick and frame building which cost $29,358.  This house served as the home of our pastors and 
families for many years.  The house was paid for in 1980 and was sold in 1989 for the sum of $90,000 and 
applied to paying off the Parish/Fellowship mortgage.   

Parsonages 

 

 In September of 1979, the members of Bethel voted to construct a new Parish 
Fellowship Hall. The architect of this 9880 square foot building was Haller and Larson 
from Denver.  The bid price from Clark Construction Company from Loveland was 
$356,000, the total, however, came closer to $400,000.  With a loan from Lutheran 
Brotherhood, personal loans and generous donations from members, the 

construction proceeded.  The pictures of the library 
being razed were taken November 12, 1979.   Later 
the cleanup began and in the good German fashion, 
much of the wood was saved for firewood.   Men of 
the congregation dug the foundation.  Women made 
sandwiches and did a lot of the "gopher" work.   
Again there was a recession, January 1980-July 

1980, but that didn't stop Bethel before and it didn't stop them again.  

Library Goes Down - Parish/Fellowship Hall Goes Up 

  

On October 12, 1980, the Parish/Fellowship Hall was dedicated.  The front of 
the building is sandstone to match the church building.  With 12 classrooms, a 
fellowship hall, small meeting room, kitchen and a courtyard between the 
building, this was a great addition.  In 1989, just nine years later, the mortgage 
was burned.    
 

Saint John's Evangelical Lutheran Church, located on 1st and Main, 
was the third church established in Windsor.  Germans from Russia, 
many of who could not speak English, established the church on 
August 20, 1903 with seven families.   The church was  constructed 
in 1905 at a total cost of $1,200.  The church grew, was enlarged in 
1912 and razed and built a new parsonage  in 1935.  The parish hall,  
behind the church was built, in 1965.  Membership dwindled around 
its 90th year.   On January 21, 1996, the council presented the 
options of just closing the doors or merging with Bethel Lutheran.  In 
1996, fifty one years  after the congregations split, St. John's 
membership voted to merge with Bethel Lutheran.   Lutherans in 
Windsor were reunited once again under one steeple.  The vote at Bethel  Lutheran to welcome St. John's was 
unanimous.  On May 19, 1996, the final service was held at St. John's Evangelical Lutheran Church.  Three 
windows from St John's can be viewed in the Hallway at Bethel Lutheran and a showcase of Memento's are on 
display in the Narthex.  

Churches Merge 

 

In 2019, a Buildings/Facilities Committee formed to "brighten the future" of Bethel's existing building while 
keeping the "integrity" of the past.    The committee will be sharing "inspirations" in phases of the 
"reestablishment of space"  followed by the future vision with drawings to be unveiled at the July 19, 2020 
Official Anniversary Sunday or sooner.  We are the keepers of this church during our short time here.  It is with 
"honor" we continue  the 1957 dedication of this church to the "Glory of God," replacing the worn out, the 
tattered, the stained to "refresh" the beauty, provide greater safety and enhance function.     

Bethel Remodels for the Future 


