
BETHEL - PIONEER VILLAGE 
Historical Background of Bethel Lutheran Church 

75th Anniversary 1945-2020   

The Chapel at Boardwalk Park Museum, more 
commonly known to many at Bethel Lutheran Church, 
as the Pioneer Village Church

 

 was started in 1986 when 
it was first a part of a Pioneer Village with several 
buildings depicting early life in Windsor.   

The Chapel was originally a Prayer Meeting House used 
by immigrant Germans from Russia who settled in 
Windsor.  It was built in the 1900's and was located at 
201 Walnut Street.   It was used for both religious 
services and as a community center.  For the Germans 
from Russia it was their home away from home (their 
sense of community).  Because the various religious 
denominations between them were small and they 
couldn't afford their own church, they shared this 
Prayer Meeting House.

 

   

Eventually it was moved west of town to the Jake Jacoby farm and the Windsor Wranglers Riding Club used it as 
their clubhouse.  Norman Jacoby owned the building and he donated it to the Windsor and Severance Historical 
Society to be used as a church.   It was then moved  to the Boardwalk Park in 1990 to serve as a non-
denominational Christian Church.
 

    

Victor and Leona Bernhardt played a major role in the 
restoration, not only with their enthusiasm, but with 
hours and hours of good old elbow grease and 
determination.  
 

The Town of Windsor Museum has on their records that 
Bethel Lutheran donated the following: (pictured) 
 *a statue of Jesus, (was in school house church) 
 * Church attendance/registration plaque,  
 * Sunday School plaque,  
 *2 silver collection plates,  
 * Gold cross, and  
 *2 candelabras.       
 The last three items are currently in storage at the 
Town of Windsor Preservation Facility, 922 North  15th 
Street, Windsor, CO.   The rest can be viewed at the 
church.   
 

Other churches donated or have items on loan:   
*First Christian Church (2 short pews originally purchased by the Methodist church and 1 long pew that 

were purchased in 1915 from the First United Methodist Church)  
 * First United Methodist Church  (Christian Flag and pole)  
 *Saint Albans Church (Two stained glass windows),  and  
 *Saint John's Lutheran Church  (Baptismal Fountain).  
 

Other items donated and some loaned from church members were: 
 Victor and Leona Bernhardt - Two candlestick holders, pot belly stove, two chandeliers,  2 high back 
chairs;  Shirley Hettinger - Alter Cloth; Mary Kurtz Ring - German Bible, German Songbooks 1 & 2; Harold and Irma 
Weinmeister - Church Pew; Betty Keefer, Methodist Hymnal;  Lucille Evans Mannon, door with two etched 
windows;  and local businesses donated concrete, blocks, hinges, and lumber.  



 
The church was a labor of love for all those involved.  In the past, pastors 
used the church for weddings, baptisms, services and nightly meeting.  
Today, the Chapel serves as space to share Windsor's religious history and 
showcase artifacts from churches throughout Windsor.  If you would like 
to schedule a tour contact:  Caitlin Heusser, Museum Curator, Town of 
Windsor, Parks, Recreation and Culture,  970-674-3524 or 970-674-3500 
and ask to be connected to Museum Curator.  
 
On July 21, 1991 Bethel, under the leadership of Pastor Don Johnson, did 
the dedication service.  

 

The dedication was Sanctified by all the churches 
in Windsor at that time. 

Leona Bernhardt Touching-up gold paint 

L-R  Vic Bernhardt, Norman & 
Mrs. Jacoby and Norman's Mom. 

 

L-R  Shirrley Hettinger, her 
sister & nephew Steve 

Hettinger - sang in German.   
 

Welcome - Karla Lind, 
President of Windsor-
Severance Historical 

Society.   
 

Joyful Noise L-R Terry Willert, Pastor 
Don Johnson, Brian Lessman, Wayne 
Yauk, Ruth Brunner, Sharron Lessman 

& Shirley Yauk. 
 


