
BETHEL BANNERS 
75th Anniversary 1945-2020  
Many of the banners and paraments were made by 
volunteers.  Elaine Mainwaring  was one such 
volunteer and was asked to make the 50th 
Anniversary banner (to the right).   It continues 
today as our Anniversary banner.   What does it take 
to make a banner?  
 
 Here is Elaine's answer: "The 50th Anniversary   
  banner was patterned after a banner book  

  belonging to Bethel Lutheran Church.   
No instructions were given.  It took months to make a banner.  
 Decisions had to be made by the person making the banner.   
 
This is how Elaine described the months of work it took to make the 50th Anniversary Banner.    She decided to 
project the picture onto a wall on white paper adjusting the size to meet the suggested size and then traced the 
outline of each part of the banner.  She did this twice so one drawing was for cutting out fabric pieces to place 
on the banner and the other was the finished pattern.  She put the finished pieces together onto the banner 
background fabric that she had already hemmed (the sides and the bottom and a rod pocket at the top).   
 

All pieces of cut out fabric were ironed onto interfacing before cutting and some also had batting 
added.  Then each piece was machine stitched 1/4 inch around the edges for a guide on where to place 
the ribbon on each piece to represent stained glass lead.  Then the pieces were placed onto the 
background fabric one at a time and they were hand stitched into place.  Next the ribbon was hand 
stitched on with tiny stitches along each edge. A backing piece was put on the back of the banner and 
hand stitched in place. The pains taking part was the lettering - getting every letter straight took lots of 
patience.  Each letter was glued on with spray glue spayed on the back so that allowed no room for 
error on placement.  Straight pins helped to mark the spot. Each banner had the letter design to use. 
Tracing and cutting each letter out of felt was tedious work." 
 

Elaine also made a banner for Lent with 3 crosses, an Easter banner with a Lilly, an Advent banner with 
candles, a Christmas banner with an angel and a red velvet banner representing Christian Growth.   
 

The colors white/gold (purity, joy & worth), green (hope, life & growth),  red (sacrifice & power), 
purple (penance & preparation) and blue (hopeful expectation) are liturgical colors.   
 

Banners made by Elaine are pictured below:  

  



COLOR IS EVERYWHERE!  
 
Color is God's way of filling his world with beauty and giving pleasure to 
those who live in this colorful world.  Christians, for centuries, have used 
color in divine worship to emphasize the redemptive action of God through 
his Son. 
 
The paraments of Bethel are of silk damask, hand-sewn and hand-

embroidered in colors of blue, green, purple,  white,  red and some accented with gold.  They have been 
received as gifts from church organizations and memorials.  
 

It is appropriate, from time to time, to take a thoughtful and fresh look at the colors that are displayed 
throughout the church year.  Let us do that throughout the 75th Anniversary Year of Bethel Lutheran Church.

 

 
You can also follow the church year on the calendar on the northwest wall by the musicians.   

BLUE  is used during the season of ADVENT.  Blue, the color of the sky and helps convey the message that our 
faith rests on the hope that Christ, who came in history assuming our flesh, will also return on the last day of 
time from that same blue sky he ascended long ago. 
 

 GREEN is the color used during the times after PENTECOST.  Green is a sign of hope or triumph of life over 
death, like re-growth in springtime. 
 

PURPLE is used during the season of LENT.  Purple is a color that was reserved for use by royalty, and so it is 
used in Lent to symbolize the time of Jesus' trial when the Roman guards put an old purple robe over him and 
hailed him as "King of the Jews."  When used in Advent, purple symbolizes the coming of Christ our King.  
LENT is the time of preparation for EASTER.  During Lent, we are asked to focus on changing our lives through 
prayer, penance and love.  In doing this, we try to become more like Christ in His love for God and others by 
His dying and rising to new life. 
 

During the EASTER season WHITE  reminds us of the passage "though your sins be as scarlet, they shall be 
white as snow."  Christ's triumph from the grave on RESURRECTION day is the cause for our rejoicing.  His 
purity before his Father becomes our purity.  White reinforces that message of joy. 
 

RED on PENTECOST SUNDAY is used to celebrate the "coming of 
the Holy Spirit," representing the power and fire of “the Lord and 
Giver of Life,” who revealed himself as the promised one. 
 

GOLD is the optional color for EASTER Sunday.  It is also the 
suggested color for the last Sunday in the church year called " Christ the King" Sunday.  Gold represents 
value and worth.  The Resurrection of Jesus Christ is the event that gives our lives meaning and worth. 
 

 Color, like music, plays an important role in the life of God's worshiping people. Color allows us to see the 
"Light of Life, Jesus Christ."   It serves to communicate the message of salvation.   And communicate it does, 
when it reinforces a specific “colorful” chapter in the life of our Lord and his church, retold annually by the 
church calendar. 
 

In conclusion, it should be understood that PARAMENTS, VESTMENTS, ALTAR HANGINGS, and WALL BANNERS 
have evolved through the centuries of the Christian Church to communicate a powerful message.  
 
Many of the paraments were purchased by the women of the church (red, purple, green) and others are 
memorials (G.B. Winder- white- 1970's*,  Earl Gaslin, blue - 2003). 
 

*specific year unknown 


